
Hey there!

So I left you last month on my way home from the Victorian Easter 
run. Since then, I rewarded myself and went to see the Zac Brown 
Band live in Melbourne. Wow, so amazing. I had goosebumps the 
whole time. They had me on the edge of my seat and I even lost my 
voice singing along.

After that it was home to thaw out a little. It seems that while I 
was away, the family played because on my return, it was straight 
back into fences and clean up. God bless having to wear jeans and 
long sleeved shirts to every rodeo because my legs and arms looked 
like I was in a boxing match with a bear with how many cuts I have! 
The days are long, but it’s fun, with plenty of singing and dancing 
and the occasional bogged backhoe every few hundred metres. 

Garget Pro Rodeo was the weekend after. These back roads and 
cane paddocks are home to a great rodeo, which is almost local for 
me - only an hour and a half drive from my house. It was special to 
look out into the crowd and see my family and friends. 

As this particular Pro Rodeo was a 4B (bulls, broncs, bareback 
and barrels) there was no slack, just straight into the full program of 
events and action. We even got a fair few laughs out of the crowd for 
the “Dunny Barrel Race”. What is this you might ask? Check out the 
photos and you will find it self-explanatory. 

It was the biggest crowd they have ever seen. There was simply 
no room to move and that right there is where you put your left 
hand in your right and give the committee a round of applause 
because they are definitely doing something right. 

The rain held off just in time for the last bull rider’s feet to touch 

the ground. It didn’t stop the crowd from showing their support as 
the arena gates opened and the dance floor started. 

After a weekend at home, it was on to the Kooralbyn Pro Rodeo. 
Date changes due to Mother Nature impacted competitor entries 
however the people of Kooralbyn came out in force to support 
the riders. A small rodeo that enabled me to laugh lots and walk 
throughout the crowd, talking people through the dynamics of 
each event. I enjoyed the hospitality of the beautiful and newly 
remodelled Ramada Resort, the major sponsor of the night. I also 
spent the day and night with Miss Rodeo Australia 2018 entrant 

and 2017 Kooralbyn Queen, Nikea Coulson, who 
I formed a quick bond with over our drive from 
Brisbane to Kooralbyn. Thank you Nikea and mum 
Kim, for your company and for driving me around. 

That week brought me back home to another 
almost local rodeo, the Nebo Pro Rodeo. Talk about 
excited… I had been waiting for this weekend 
since I was crowned! In the undercover arena, this 
cowgirl was so envious of the competitors. 

A full 12 plus hours of rodeo, starting off with the 
junior competitors. And boy did they bring the gun 
powder! There was some red hot competition. 

Moving onto the opens, people came all the way 
from Victoria to battle it out over the day. What 
impressed me the most and warmed my heart was 
that the stands were packed out all day, to watch 
our juniors, to watch the slack and to watch the 
main event. 

The crowd really got behind riders and again 
it was a full house due to the massive number of 
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spectators. 

If you’ve been to the Nebo grounds you know how HUGE that 
area is, so to think they couldn’t let anyone else in, was testament 
to the popularity of this event and our sport. A very BIG thank you 
to the major sponsor of Nebo rodeo, M Group Tyre and Mechanical, 
who also sponsored many of the competitors. 

Congratulations to all competitors and winners over the 
month. Your support ensures that winners aren’t just in the arena. 
Competitors, fans, sponsors, rodeo committees and communities 
across Australia are the winners thanks to your dedication to 
our sport. That wraps up my month. From here it’s more rodeos, 
mustering and then it’s off to America for the Daddy of ‘em All, 
Cheyenne Frontier Days! 

To everyone I’ve met this month, it was an absolute pleasure. I’m 
sure to see you on the road chasing rodeos! 

Yours truly and with love,
Emma Deicke, 
Miss Rodeo Australia 2017

Nebo Grand Entry 


